
The Annual International Conference on Soils, Sediments, Water, and Energy is pleased to 
announce the recipients of the AEHS Foundation Achievement Award. This award is presented 
to individuals who have shown significant contributions to the field as well as outstanding 
environmental stewardship. This year’s winners are Dr. Ann Aschengrau, Boston University, 
James C. Colman, Mass DEP (retired), and Derek Tomlinson, GEI Consultants.

Dr. Ann Aschengrau has conducted epidemiologic research on environmental pollution and the risk 
of disease for over 30 years. In particular, she has led investigations on the relationship between 
drinking water contaminants and abnormal pregnancy and birth outcomes, neurological and behavioral 
disorders, and cancer, and on the impact of lead hazard reduction measures among inner-city children. 
She is currently the principal investigator of a cohort study examining the impact of environmental 
and social stressors on substance use. In 2003, Dr. Aschengrau published the textbook, Essentials 
of Epidemiology in Public Health, with coauthor George R. Seage III, Professor of Epidemiology at 
Harvard School of Public Health. Now in its third edition, the best-selling book has been used in more 
than 100 schools across the United States. Dr. Aschengrau has served as a member of the Institute of 
Medicine Committee on Gulf War and Health, as a consultant to the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Agency for Toxic Substances Disease Registry, and as a jury member for the annual John Heinz 
Memorial Award honoring an individual whose work has made a significant impact on the environment. 
She is currently an associate editor of the journal Environmental Health. Dr. Aschengrau holds an ScD 
and SM/ScM from Harvard University and BA from Northeastern University.

James C. Colman has 37 years in public service in the environmental protection field. He began 
in 1974, co-directing the Wetlands Project for the Massachusetts Audubon Society. The Project 
worked with municipal conservation commissions across Massachusetts to expand and improve 
implementation of the Wetlands Protection Act. In 1977, he began a 34-year career at the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). He began as the director of the 
Wetlands Protection Program, then moved on to run the Hazardous Waste Management Program, then 
the Hazardous Waste Emergency Response and Site Cleanup Program. In 1988, he became the first 
Assistant Commissioner for Waste Site Cleanup. In this position, he worked with many stakeholders 
to create the Licensed Site Professional (LSP) program, whereby private parties may proceed to clean 
up hazardous waste sites under the supervision of professionals licensed by the state.  In 1998, he 
became Assistant Commissioner for Waste Prevention, overseeing the Commonwealth’s programs 
regarding air pollution, solid waste management, and DEP’s role in toxics use reduction and climate 
change programs. He retired in 2011 and has been having a great time since!

The recent and early loss of Derek Tomlinson will be felt broadly in the environmental community 
from LNAPL to DNAPL and chlorinated solvents. Derek’s contributions to our industry are well-
illustrated by his body of work and desire to spread knowledge to anyone who was interested 
and willing to learn.  Derek supported or co-authored the following documents and publications: 
2018 & 2009 ITRC LNAPL guidance, the CL:AIRE Illustrated LNAPL Handbook, the EPRI Generic 
Work Plan to Assess Dense Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid Mobility in the Subsurface at Manufactured 
Gas Plant Sites, and Environmental Restoration: Complex Challenges at Light Non-Aqueous Phase 
Liquid Sites. Work with the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, ESAT N62583-11-D-0515, ITRC 
training sessions, and conference presentations frequented his resume. Derek was also known 
for outwardly expressing creativity through great sport coats, hats, and general everyday attire.  
This same creativity carried over when working to educate and spread knowledge that challenged 
concepts related to NAPL behavior and distribution.
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